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Purpose:  “Praise the Lord.  Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre, praise Him with tambourine and dancing, praise Him with the strings and flute, praise Him with the clash of cymbals, praise Him with resounding cymbals.  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord.”  Psalm 150:3 – 6
Schedule:

· 5th Grade Students will begin with instruments on Thursday, August 20th.
Instrument Purchase & Rental:

· School Rental Semester Payments of $50 are due: September 11th & January 8th. 

· Instruments may be purchased through Rettig Music or rented to own.  
                                                                         5950 Airport Hwy.    419-867-3888
· Instruments may also be purchased through Woodwind  & Brasswind (no rent to own program)
1-800-348-5003        www.wwbw.com

· Please do not purchase instruments off of E-Bay or Craig’s List!

Daily Supplies:

· Instrument in good playing condition with a cleaning rag
· Standard of Excellence Book 1 (for your instrument) – may be purchased at Rettig Music – It is a red book.
· Pencil

Grading Based on the Following:
· Daily Grade (In-class Playing & Participation) = 25% (20 points per day)

· Points will be lost by not being ready for the rehearsal, excessive talking, not trying, no pencil
· 10 points will be lost for not bringing an instrument & 5 points for not bringing music
· Performance (School sponsored concerts that require participation) = 25% (100 points per concert)

· If a concert is missed, a playing test of the program music will be given the next class period and a 1 page reflective paper about the programmed music will be due 2 school days after the concert.  

· Written & Playing Tests = 25% 
· Announced at least one week prior to the actual test. The written tests are generally about terms, rhythms, or scales that are being taught; playing tests are over a line from the book or section from a concert piece for 5th & 6th Grade and 6th Grade will also have scale playing tests.
· Spot Check Tests = 20%

· This will be in conjunction with the Daily Grade, however, special attention will be given to the basics of playing an instrument (i.e. hand position, embouchure, rhythm checks, fingerings, etc.)

· *Practice Cards = 5% 
· Extra Credit may be earned by:

· Playing in chapel or for the class a piece of music that is not currently being practiced in Band. (1% extra weight)

*Practice Cards:

· Practice Cards can be obtained by joining Google Classroom for 5th Grade Band.  The Class Code is:

                                hrm76s

· Each student is asked to practice 150 minutes per week (30 minutes, 5 days a week or the equivalent) and to log the time practiced on to a practice card.

· Since listening to music and other musicians is an important part of the learning process for band, attending a concert can be used as practice time, but it must be pre-approved.  The pre-approval will also include the amount of time to be used as actual practice time. A concert program, signed by a parent, must be attached to the practice card.  The time the concert began and finished should also be noted on the concert program.  (Christian “rock” concerts are an automatic “No” towards practice card times.)

· Practice Cards are due on line on every Monday.

· Practice Cards must be signed by a parent.  If there is not a signature, 10 minutes will be taken off of the total time turned in but not time will be taken from the 1,000 Minute Club time.

· Grading for the Practice Cards is as follows:

	150 minutes = A+
	85 – 95 = C+

	140 – 149 = A
	74 – 84 = C

	129 – 139 = A-
	63 – 73 = C-

	118 – 128 = B+
	52 – 62 = C+

	107 – 117 = B
	41 – 51 = D

	96 – 106 = B-
	30 – 40 = D-

0 – 29 = F


· The actual time practiced will count as part of the 1,000 Minute Club.  The 1,000 Minute Club is an incentive program for the students.  A reward for the students in the club will be given at the end of the year.  (There are also 2,000, 3,000, 4,000, 5,000 Minute Clubs!)
· A fantastic resource – almost a must have – for all students: www.smartmusic.com!  It has a fee of approximately $40 a year.  A microphone is needed for this resource.  (If you have one on your computer, there is no need to purchase one of theirs.)  Available for iPad, too!!
· A great resource for percussionists is: www.vickfirth.com.  Look under the Educational Resource Center under the Education tab at the top of the home page.  Scroll down to Snare Drum for basic rudiments and to Percussion 101 for auxiliary percussion techniques.
Expectations:

· Each student is responsible for maintaining his instrument in a good playing condition.

· Students are to play only their instrument – no trading with friends or “trying” a friend’s instrument.

· The word “can’t” is never to be used.  Never give up!

· Students are to be on time and bring all materials needed to class (instrument, music, practice card, pencil).  

· Students are to be in their seats ready to play when the metronome begins beating.
· Students must be tuned prior to the metronome beginning.

· Students must have a pencil on their music on their stands at all times.

· Repeated tardiness will result in a lowered daily grade.

· Respect the teacher’s & classmates’ time and possessions.  

· Students will follow the rules & expectations of Monclova Christian Academy as outlined in the Student Handbook.

Instrument Care - Extreme importance!  
· Students should treat their instrument as if it were a baby.  The smallest bump – even in the case – could cause major damage.  
· Please remind students to brush their teeth and wash their hands before practicing.  
· Woodwind instruments must be cleaned out after every playing.  
· Brass instruments need to have a “bath” every 3 – 4 months.  The valves and slides are taken out, and then the slides and body of the instrument can be rinsed with luke-warm water.  The valves/slides need to be oiled frequently.
· Trombone players are to keep in their case a container of cold cream and a small squirt bottle for slide maintenance. 
Educational/Ministry/Playing Opportunities:

· MCA Programs: Christmas (Friday, December 11th, 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p .m.) &

      Spring (Friday, May 13th) – BOTH CONCERTS ARE FOR A GRADE!
· Possibly the ACSI Elementary Music Festival at Emmanuel Christian School (Saturday, April 23rd)
· Attend concerts outside of school

· Chapel and other ministry opportunities inside and outside of school

