Name_________________________________

American Music Webquest
Aaron Copland Listening Guide
PART 1 – Aaron Copland’s Biography (11 points)
1. In what year and city was Aaron Copland born?
2. From what country did his parents migrate?
3. Who originally taught Aaron how to play the piano?  Why?
4. Why did Aaron not tell anyone at first that he was composing music?

5. Why did Aaron get teased at school and on the way to the library when he had his music books?

6. Where did Copland go to study with the composer, organist, and conductor Nadia Boulanger, the first woman to conduct the New York Philharmonic and Boston Symphony?

7. What was the first genre of music that Copland use in his music?  Did people like it?
8. As Copland got older, what genre did he start incorporating in his music?
9. Did Copland use music from other countries?  Which ones?

10. Did Copland write music for other things besides the concert stage?

11. What other musical occupation did Copland have later in life?
PART 2 – “Fanfare for the Common Man”

The word fanfare comes from a French word that means “to blow trumpets”.
· History Behind “Fanfare for the Common Man” (7 points)
1. What symphony orchestra did Eugene Goossen conduct?
2. Eugene Goossen wanted some new patriotic music for the 1942 season.  Why did he ask several composers to write a fanfare?

3. Which of the following was not a reason for the fanfares that were written?

Divisions of the US Armed Forces
Communist Countries

Countries of USA Allies
4. How many total fanfares were written for the Cincinnati Symphony?
5. What was the title of Aaron Copland’s fanfare?

6. Who did Copland title his fanfare for?
7. How many times did Copland expect to have his piece performed?  Was he surprised how popular it had become?

· Video/Listening of “Fanfare for the Common Man” (10 points)
· You will listen to this piece 2 times (5 points for each hearing).  

· 1st time: Listen to this piece and jot down answers to the questions below.  The answers do not have to be complete sentences but whatever comes to your mind.    

· 2nd time: Listen to the piece again and use the next blank sheet of paper to “draw” what you hear.  You do not have to draw people, places, or things unless that is what comes to mind.  You may just use colors and shadings to express what you are hearing. Please write about what you drew and why.
1. What families of instruments do you not hear? 
2. What families of instruments do you hear?

3. What specific instrument starts the piece of music?

4. What is the timbre of this piece of music?  What kind of mood do the different instruments create?
5. What are the dynamics used?  Do they ever change?  What kind of mood do they create?
6. Is the melody easy to sing?  

7. What is the tempo of the piece?  What kind of mood does it create?
8. Is the texture thick or thin?  Are there multiple melodies being played at the same time?
9. Is there a specific form to the piece?  Is there a section that keeps coming back?  Can you hear distinct different sections? 
10. How would you describe the rhythm of the piece?  What kind of mood does the rhythm create?
11. Had you heard this piece before you started on the web quest?

12. Do you enjoy listening to it?  Would you want to listen to it again?
13. What comes to mind when you hear this piece?  What thoughts are you having?

PART 3 – Copland’s Cowboy Ballets 

Ballet uses dancing, costumes, and music to tell a story.


Choreographer – someone who thinks up the dance steps for the ballet

· Introduction (16 points)
1. How many of Aaron Copland’s ballets were set in the Wild West?

2. How did Copland decide to write a cowboy ballet?
3. Did Copland think he would like to write cowboy ballets?

4. What cowboy (folk song) is in the ballet, Billy the Kid?  
5. How many cowboy songs did he use in this ballet?

6. Was Billy the Kid a real person?  What was his name?
7. What age was Billy the Kid when he became an outlaw?  

8. How old was Billy the Kid when he died?  How did he die?
9. Where was Billy the Kid born?

10. What is the story of the ballet, Billy the Kid?

11. In what year was Billy the Kid premiered?  

12. Did people who saw the ballet in 1938 personally know the real Billy the Kid?

13. Who was Agnes de Mille?  What did she ask Copland to do?  Was the ballet was to be serious?

14. Where was the dance company from that danced Rodeo for the first time?

15. What was the original title of Rodeo?
16. Rodeo is pronounced like the way which country says rodeo?

· Billy the Kid – Listening (10 points)
· Listen to the piece and use the next blank sheet of paper to “draw” what you hear.  You do not have to draw people, places, or things unless that is what comes to mind.  You may just use colors and shadings to express what you are hearing.  
· In your drawing, incorporate the answers to the following questions.  Please describe what you drew and why.
1. What families of instruments do you not hear? 

2. What families of instruments do you hear?

3. What specific instrument starts the piece of music?

4. What is the timbre of this piece of music?  What kind of mood do the different instruments playing together create a mood?
5. What are the dynamics used?  How do they help to tell the story?  What kind of mood do they create?
6. Is the melody easy to sing?  

7. What is the tempo of the piece?  How many times does it change?  How does it help to create a mood?
8. Is the texture thick or thin?  Are there multiple melodies being played at the same time?  When?
9. Do you hear any melodies or themes repeated throughout?  What would the form be?
10. How would you describe the rhythm of the piece?  How does it create a mood for the piece?
11. Had you heard this piece before you started on the web quest?

12. Do you enjoy listening to it?  Would you want to listen to it again?

13. What comes to mind when you hear this piece?  What thoughts are you having?

· Rodeo 
History of “Rodeo” (10 points) 
1. Where does the Rodeo take place?
2. What is the plot of this ballet?  What time of the week and day does the story begin?  What are the cowboys doing?
3. Which of following are not sections in the ballet?

Buckaroo


Limbo


Sock Hop

Corral Nocturne

Bull


Hoe-Down

4. What is the folk song that is used in the ballet and played by the trombone?

5. What does nocturne in music mean?

6. What was Copland trying to show in the Corral Nocturne section?

7. What kind of dance is in the Corral Nocturne section?
8. What kind of music did Copland use in his Hoe-Down?  (“McCloud’s Reel” and “Bony Park” are called what?)
· Rodeo – Listening (5 points)
· Listen to this piece and jot down answers to the questions.  The answers do not have to be complete sentences but whatever comes to your mind.    

1. What families of instruments do you not hear?
2. What families of instruments do you hear?

3. Does this music sound similar to Billy the Kid?  Does it sound similar to Fanfare for the Common Man?  What makes it the Copland style?
4. Can you see how the dance portrays the story?

5. Does the music help to tell the story?  How?

6. Did you hear “If He’d Be a Buckaroo?”  How many minutes into the piece do you hear it for the first time?
7. What is the timbre of this piece of music?  What kind of picture does it create?
8. What are the dynamics used?  How do they change through the different sections?  What kind of mood do they help to create?
9. Is the melody easy to sing?  

10. What is the tempo of the piece?  What kind of mood does the tempo help to create?
11. Is the texture thick or thin?  Do you hear more than one melody being played at the same time?  When?
12. Are there different sections that create a form to the piece?  Do they repeat?  What is the form?
13. How would you describe the rhythm of the piece?

14. Had you heard this piece before you started on the web quest?

15. Do you enjoy listening to it?  Would you want to listen to it again?

· Hoe-Down – Listening (10 points)
· Listen to the piece and use next blank sheet of paper to “draw” what you hear.  You do not have to draw people, places, or things unless that is what comes to mind.  You may just use colors and shadings to express what you are hearing. 

· In your drawing, incorporate the answers to the following questions.  Please describe what you drew and why.
1. What families of instruments do you not hear?
2. What families of instruments do you hear?

3. Does this music sound similar to Billy the Kid?  How?  What makes it the Copland style?
4. Did you hear the fiddle tunes?  What time is it that you hear them?
5. What is the timbre of this piece of music?  What kind of mood does it create?
6. What are the dynamics used?  How do they change through the different sections?  What kind of mood do they help to create?
7. Is the melody easy to sing?  

8. What is the tempo of the piece?  Does it ever change?  What kind of mood does it create?
9. Is the texture thick or thin?  Are there multiple melodies being played at the same time?  When?
10. How many different sections do you hear?  What kind of form is created?
11. How would you describe the rhythm of the piece?  What kind of mood does it help to create?
12. Had you heard this piece before you started on the web quest?

13. Do you enjoy listening to it?  Would you want to listen to it again?

